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Way back in February 2009 the Movie Makers ran a “Starters Course” in video movie making. Of the 44 

people who showed an interest we were only able to accommodate 21 in the month long course. So right 

from the beginning, it was obvious that there was a crying need for such a course to help people outside of 

our club understand the vagaries of video movie making. People had bought a video camera or a still 

camera with video capability and wanted to know how they could effective use it to make movies of their 

family or of their holidays. At the end of the course we offered free membership of the club for that 

calendar year but only 7 of the 21 chose to take up the offer. There could be a number of reasons why the 

other 14 did not continue coming along to the Club: too busy a personal life already taken up with their 

children’s activities; or a life already full of the many activities that retirement brings; or perhaps our Club 

did not offer anything they wanted; or all that they were interested in was capturing a few scenes of their 

children or grandchildren and at their sport, birthdays and Christmas or the few shots of their holidays. So 

perhaps all they were looking for from our course was some simple guidance on how to get the best shots 

and how to put those scenes together in a simple way so that the rest of the family could enjoy them too. 

One embarrassing question arose during the course; “what free program can I use to edit my videos?” Why 

was this question embarrassing? Because the Club members did not use any “free” editing programs. We 

were experienced with purchased programs such as Premiere Elements, Pinnacle Studio, Premiere Pro, 

Final Cut Pro. So we covered up our embarrassment by referring the questioners to the well know 

programs that come with the two major operating systems; iMovie for Apple Macs and Windows Movie 

Maker for PCs. We could refer these people to such programs but we could not give them much more 

assistance. Here, for all to see, was the gap between the needs and expectations of members of the public 

and the experiences of Club members. To the members of the public movie making was just one of a 

number of activities they do in their busy lives, whilst for Club members movie making often drove how 

they conducted their daily lives. The members of the public wanted an easy to use, quick to learn and 

above all free program to help them put their collection of shots into some order that would be easy to 

show and perhaps easy to copy so family members overseas or interstate could also enjoy the footage. 

With that experience still lingering in my mind and on my conscience, I have continued to keep an eye out 

for a good, free video editing program. Now “good” can mean many things to different people, so I should 

define what “good” means to me. For me a “good” editing program presents a similar editing experience to 

what I am already familiar with, that is Pinnacle Studio. Further that editing program should allow growth 

in the editing experience. So I think I have finally found such a program in DaVinci Resolve 12.5 Lite. This 

is a free version of the professional version that costs thousands of dollars. Usually a free version, in such a 

context, is a very poor, watered down version with limited capability. However, this is not so with DaVinci 

Resolve 12.5 Lite, rather, because it has most of the capability of its more expensive cousin, you do need to 

have a good video card with at least 2 GB of RAM and probably an i7 processor. Further the 12.5 version 

now recognises HD and Ultra HD codecs. To try go to: 

 http://digitalcinemacolorist.com/color-news/2016/5/10/download-davinci-resolve-125-lite-free 

 and to get going on learning this new program:  

http://www.newsshooter.com/2016/04/21/nab-2016-using-davinci-resolve-as-a-simple-editor/ 

FROM THE EDITOR’S 

POINT OF VIEW 

by Ian Simpson                

http://digitalcinemacolorist.com/color-news/2016/5/10/download-davinci-resolve-125-lite-free
http://www.newsshooter.com/2016/04/21/nab-2016-using-davinci-resolve-as-a-simple-editor/
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Report of 5
th

 May 2016 Club Meeting by Max Davies 

Ten members were in attendance, namely Brian 

Harvey, Jim Pyle, Peter Kis, Chris Dunn, Tom 

Hunt, Don Estall, Ian Wilson, Stacy Harrison, Max 

Davies and Peter Brown. 

Apologies were received from Ian and Marie 

Simpson, John and Ann Devenish, and Noel 

Gibson. 

The meeting got off to a late start due to the fact 

that no one had a key to open the hall. Tom Hunt 

kindly went and got a key from our secretary 

Dawne Harridge. 

The meeting got underway by our newly elected 

chairman, Chris Dunn, leading a discussion on 

Copyright, particularly permissible music used in 

our movies. 

The members were then entertained by watching two of Stacy Harrison’s movies. The first 

was “The Paint Job”. The movie was made for the combined clubs meeting due to be held at 

Bomaderry on Saturday 14
th

 May. The theme for the meeting is “Finally Finished”. Stacy’s 

movie was excellently produced and highly entertaining. It depicted the many excuses of a 

guy whose wife had asked him to paint a room in their home. Well done Stacy! 

The second movie was “The Pool Crawl” which captured an annual event held in March for 

raising money for the Cancer Council. The movie captured a large group of people who had 

assembled at Corrimal Hotel and were transported to Stanwell Park rock pool by the Bent 

Bus. After swimming the pool the group repeated the swim at seven different rock pools 

finishing up at Towradgi rock pool. Again the movie was well produced capturing a worthy 

event. 

Then Peter Brown presented two of his movies. The first was called “But is it Leather”. Peter 

filmed himself in his garage but green screened it for him to appear in a furniture store. The 

movie then depicted Peter cutting a small piece off the underside of two chairs and applying a 

Last Month at the Club 
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flame from a cigarette lighter. The test demonstrated that leather DOES NOT burn! Well 

done Peter the movie was educational and entertaining. 

Peter’s second movie was the making of a scene of Stacy’s movie, “The Paint Job”, where a 

green screen was used in the school hall at the club’s March meeting. 

After a highly entertaining hour, we broke for a cup of tea and discussed the four movies.  

During and following the break Brian Harvey screened some of the One Minute Movies from 

the FAMM convention. Then Brian treated us all with the winning entry from the Best Five 

competition at the FAMM convention. The movie was called “Jess’ which captured the 

enthralling story of a young girl born with cerebral palsy but who succeeded in life by 

studying photography and graphic design. 

Then in the lateness of the night Max Davies screened a short movie of a profile of himself 

since joining the club. Max then asked the question was this not on our program that every 

member make a short profile movie of themselves?  

 

Report on 19
th

 May 2016 Club Meeting by Max Davies 

Nine members were in attendance, namely, Chris Dunn, Jim Pyle, Peter Kis, Tom Hunt, Ian 

Wilson, Peter Brown, John and Ann Devenish, and Max Davies. 

Apologies were received from Ian and Marie Simpson, and Brian Harvey. 

The subject of the meeting was “Animation”. Following some comments from our chairman, 

Jim Pyle shared with the meeting his interest in animation. Jim explained the different types 

of animation, namely 2D and 3D. Walt Disney’s cartoon characters is an example of 2D 

animation where multiple sketches are drawn on cellophane and overlaid on a back ground to 

create a sense of movement by the drawn images. It is a very intense procedure, one frame at 
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Many thanks are due to Max Davies for so diligently and interestingly recording the 

activities of the Club Meetings whilst the editor is absent. 

a time but can be very creative. 

Jim then showed a short video of his attempt of a 2D animated stick man walking. Jim drew 

six images of his stick man in different positions to achieve the walking impression. Jim then 

showed another video of a “fat” man walking but this time he used twelve images to achieve 

the animated effect. Jim videoed the images with his Panasonic VX85M camera using the 

“Stop Motion” feature. 

Jim shared with the meeting a book that he has found 

to be very helpful. The book is by Richard Williams 

called “The Animator’s Survival Kit”. It extensively 

displays many animation methods including the 

importance of facial expressions and animation speech. 

When asked what you would like to achieve with your 

animation, Jim explained that he was a member of the 

International Shipmasters Association and would like 

to make an animation of the ship “Awatea” sailing 

from Fort Denison to the harbour bridge. 

The meeting was then treated with the viewing of two 

videos from the FAMM Convention where Ian Huish 

currently the president of the Newcastle Video 

Moviemakers addressed the delegates about the 

progression of computer animation (3D). With the use 

of computer graphics, a fully animated movie can be created or animation can be combined 

with live video action to enhance our movies. Two movies were then screened to demonstrate 

Ian’s presentation. One about an animated nail, the other about a helpful tyre pump that 

became a hero for the single wheeled hoons. 

Our chairman, Chris Dunn then spoke about a program called “BLENDER” which is a free 

download and is most effective for creating animation. It may not be the equal of complex 

animation programs but Blender does a great job 

Following a break for a cup of tea, three more movies were screened. The first was by Peter 

Kis called “Senior Citizen’s Insurance. Peter filmed a 92 year man live applying for life 

insurance but when a policy was not offered the old man threatened the insurance company 

with legal action. 

Chris Dunn then showed his movie of “Finally Finished” which was screened at the 

Combined Clubs meeting held at Bomaderry last Saturday 14
th

 May. The final movie was 

Milton Ulladulla’s entry called “Grandpa’s Birthday”. 
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Computational Imaging Technology 

Jim Pyle drew my attention to the new advance in imaging, the computational imaging 

technology. An example of this technology is the Lytro’s Cinema Camera that allows you 

change the fundamentals of image capture; focus, aperture and perspective after you have 

shot the scene. How is this possible? A 755 RAW megapixel camera uses “light field” 

technology to capture the scene in true 3D.  That is the camera captures the angle and 

direction of every bit of light in the frame The distance of objects and people in front of the 

camera are also recorded so they can be isolated or removed at will in post-production. So the 

director in post-production can make changes to the image 

that previously were only possible on the set. The Lytro 

Illum camera is the consumer still camera version that uses 

millions of micro-lenses to record the direction and 

intensity of the light entering the lenses, taking a 3D 

snapshot which includes depth information and allows the 

photographer to select what they want to be in focus. So out 

of focus shots are a thing of the past. 

Do you want better images from your camera? 

Many of the DSLRs and mirrorless cameras we use for 

capturing video are capable of better images than the 8-

bit, 4:2:0 colour data that they record to the inbuilt SD 

card. Often their HDMI socket can output higher quality 

images; such as 8-bit or 10-bit, 4:2:2 images. So why 

put up with the lower quality, internally recorded 

images? What you need is an external video/audio 

recorder, and has Atomos got the recorder for you. The 

new Atomos Ninja Blade portable 10-bit field recorder 

doesn’t come cheap at $707, but quality and features 

never do. It comes with 1280 x 720 pixel, 5” touchscreen. It records 10-bit 4:2:2 colour data 

onto a 2.5” hard disc. The recording is triggered by the starting and stopping of your camera. 

The data is recorded in either Apple ProRes or Avid DNxHD. Audio is recorded in frame 

sync with up to 2 channels of digital and 2 of analogue audio. If this is a bit rich in price then 

there is Atomos Ninja Star pocket size recorder at $431. It records 1080 / 25p in Apple 

ProRes at 10-bit, 4:2:2 sampling, but loses some of the Ninja Blade’s features. 
FAMM Convention 2016 

For a full coverage of what went on at the FAMM Convention in April please read Gary’s 

excellent coverage at: http://www.famm.org.au/32%20AFV%20Winter%202016.pdf 

http://www.famm.org.au/32%20AFV%20Winter%202016.pdf
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2016 Programme 

Date Meeting Agenda Place Responsible Member 

June 2 Midyear Competition – entries up to 7 minutes in duration School Hall All 

June 16 Editing Workflow School Hall  

July 7 Editing Workshops in members’ homes  All 

July 21 Theme Night – “Unreasonable Expectations” – bring along a 

video that fits this theme 

School Hall Tom Hunt 

August 4 New ways of capturing video School Hall T Hunt 

August 18 Voiceover Workshop School Hall Tom Hunt 

September 1 One Minute Videos School Hall M Davies 

September 10 Spring Outing to Australian Botanic Gardens  Narellan All 

October 6 Making a Commercial – form teams and take on making a 30 

second advertisement. 

School Hall All 

October 20 Viewing and evaluating Commercials the teams have produced. School Hall All 

November 3 Green Screen Workshop. School Hall John Devenish 

November 17 What can we learn from the Big Screen – Learn from Oscar 

winning experts 

School Hall  Tom Hunt 

December 1 Gala Night –Screening of VOTY Entries. School Hall All 

December 13 Annual Dinner  All 

 

 

Colour Code: Normal Monthly Meeting  Extra Monthly Meeting  Special Meeting 


